Pediatric epilepsy surgery: neuroimaging, neuropsychology, and anticonvulsants.
Neuroimaging and the neuropsychological evaluation are important components of the presurgical evaluation for epilepsy surgery. Advances in neuroimaging over the last decade, to a large part, underlie improvements in pediatric epilepsy surgery outcomes. The neuropsychological evaluation plays an important role in the evaluation of the older child and adolescent, particularly in the evaluation of mesial temporal sclerosis. However, its role in the young child being considered for surgery remains to be defined. This section reviews the definition of medical intractability, issues related to medication withdrawal during video-EEG monitoring, recent neuroimaging advances, and the neuropsychological evaluation.